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Tanogenr Aﬀſemblies; 


AND 


Good Order of the People of God, 


(called Quakers) 


VINDIGATED. = 


From the groſs Aſpertions Calumnies and Bak 
ders of Two Clamorous Jeering Pamphlets : 
| The one, Entituled, 


The Quakers Spiritual Court Proclaimed , 


Written by one Nathaniel Smith, an Apoſtate from dls 
 Truch and right way of the Lord and ſo run into Enmity 3 but 
hisend is come, and his Mouth Qt and his Lyes and 
Slanders with che Truth judged andcondemned. 


The other from a nameleſs Author, Eatituled, 


T he'Quakers Cannons and Conflitutions,&C.. 


.. Bang alſoanother Work of Darkneſs, and with-the | 
Light is judged. a 


Pe I2. 22. 2. L ing gp are abomination to the Lord, = they thas 
v deal truly are his delight 

Ifa. 28. 17. Judgment will 1 alſo lay to the Line, and Righteouſueſt to 
the Planomer, we the Hail ce Bag the reſageof Lyes, and 
the Waters ſhall overflow the hidin 

Ver. 22..Nqw therefore be ye not 31 pre: Lins? ft your bands be made 
for Ihave heard from the Lord God of Hoſts, — 
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An Epillle to.che:Reader., ;&*w ): 
#4, y ha I 19 1 2s 
Reader, RET 


w T7 was dlwayes the work of the old Enemy of mankind to 
I ar aw people from the truth of God, and when he hath fs 
done, 'then' are they fit Infirumems to traduce and [ptak 

evil of: the Truth, and them that walk therein, an eminent de- 
monſtration whereof hath been preſented to publick view by « 
Book lately printed, written by ons Nathaniel Smith, termed s 
Student in Phyſick;, « Trade of. late years taken up by him, 
hopting toreap wore eaſe and benefit threeby then by his primi- 
thye calling of Shoemaking, 'This new Trad? he endeavoured 
to promote in ſeveral parts; as at Briſto], Dublin, 7. Monn- 
tebank ke , 'but finding his profits nat anſwer his expettation, 
retarned into his own. Country, and from thence into Lanca- 
ſhire, where it. w.s my Lot to-have knowledge of bim i And 
thewgh he. faid;: he ſet himſelf 1» ſearch out what be "could 
among ft the. people, called Duakeys, yet he ana his Spirit wits 
diſcerned by them, as many can teſtifie : he was ont 'given 
much to diſputing, and jangling about matters whereof he was 
very ignorant, and took much pleaſure to applaud his own Ar- 


them thet would bear him, with mouth vain and frothy diſcourſe ; 
for which hewas often reproved, and would ſeem to take it is 
goed part, for the furthering bis deſign, which was (by the profeſ- 
fron of Trath) towmake gain hs godlineſs, at appears by the way 
he hath Lud downwotheWarld, how any may reap profit by being 
4n outſide: 2uaker, though not one in reality, "which had been his 
prattice, yet-he miſt his end, though he did 
preſcribes to others, He was often 4 d.in private towalk 
more orderly, as might become the Goſpel; but no at 
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guments, though: never ſoweak's and would often fill the ears of 


2” to what be - 


appearing, 


The Epiſtle tothe Reader. 
appearing, be was reproved more publickly, in an Aſſembly of 
ober, wiſe, and honeſt wen; but, inſtead of taking their advice, 
be fell to quarrelling with them , and when no meanes would 
prevail to reclaim him from bis evil courſes, be was diſawn'd, 
which did inrage him : and ſeeing himſclf Hſappuentes; he 
ſpake the worſt the could againſt the people called Quakers, 
threatning to make them Pink in the noſtrils if all 'people; 
and in this rage and fury be wrot this Book, which he, or 
ſome others hath cafled, Tre Quakers Spiritual! Court pro- 
claimed ; which & ſo palpably groſs, and abominably wicked, 
that it needed no anſwer toſober men, had he nit charged ſome 
particular perſons with lyes, which dorequire ( for the ſakes of 
ſuch who are honeſt minded, and ignorant ef our Fudement tn 
theſe particulars) an anſwer ; elſe we could bave paſt it over 
in ſilence, and left it 10'fall with the many Floods of Lyes and 
Falſhoeds which the Dragon hath caſt forth azatuſt w. While 
he was inthe Country bis Lodging being near the place of my Re- 
ſrdence, occafioned me ſumetimes to be in bis company, and his 
diſcourſe would ofien be of the power of c0njurations, and how 
the Devil might be raiſed, and what he could do, as if he had 
great knowledge in ſuch Diabolical Arts ; bz alfo profeſt great 
skill in Palmiſtry ; and by th:ſe means and diſcourſes, the Coun- 
try people took him for a Wizard, or « Conſurer 
So. that its manifeſt, that his writing.againſt ws," is, becauſe - 
he was denied by us for his wickedneſs; for which, he, 10'be re- 
wenged ſeeks to makes us odious, by charging ſuch hypacritical 
and deceitful pratiſes (as he had uſed) upon us, who abhor and 
deteſt the very thoughts of them ; \and_ if. he: knew any Tradeſ- 
men guilty of ſuch wicked pradtifes; as he mentions, why did 
he not name them ? \Surely, it was' not loue 10'us that ve- 
firatn'd him. And it would have ſhewed « more mble ſpirit in 
thoſe two Lords mentioned in the Epiſtle Dedicatory, if upon 
peruſal of Smith's 21aniſcript, they had endeavoured 10 ſearch 
<=Y | | ond 


The Epiſtle to the Reader, 
out the Truth of the particulars therein contained, before they 
had either patronized, favoured, or advi ſed printing | 
thereof, by which means they might have prevemed Job 32.9. 
themſelves from being ſo much diſhonoured and abuſed, as to be 
preſented #0 the World, publick Favourers of ſo wotorious 4 ly- 
ing Pamphlets. 
But that N. S. might do the Devils work under the more 
colourable pretence, he chargeth ms with denying Angels and 
Spirits, whereas its publickly known, that we do exhort people 
(according to the Apoſtles Dottrine) $0 come unto Mount- Sion; 
and to the Gicy of the Living God, the Heaveoly Fer»/a- 
lem, and tothe innumerable company of Angels, and Spirits 
of juſt men made perfeR: and if we did not believe theſe things, 
we would not exhort to them, And as to his wicked in(inuation, 
thas-wt deny the Immortality of the Soul, that's falſe, 4s all our 
Books and Writings will teſtific 5, and particularly our late An- 
wers to Lodowick Muggleton, that falſe witne[s, who affirms 
that the Soul dies with the Body ; for we ſay with the Apoſtle, 
If in this life only we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all 
men moſt miſerable. 
And as touching Randolph Yearwood's [syieg, That N. S. 
deparced-this lite like Stephen, calling upon the ſame Lord 
and Saviour; ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my $pitit,: which 
prayer he, doubts not but. God heard; hs confidence herein 
i much to be queſtioned ;, for have not many men{who have lived 
evil lives, deſired to dit a good death ? and did not Baalam, 
when he went about to curſe Iſrael, (a5 this N, $, hath done) de- 
fire he might die the death of the righteous, and that his laſt 
end might be like his ? yer he pert td with the wicked, and was 
dealt with as an Enemy to Iſrael, and his wicked purpoſes and de» 
vices were by the Spirit of the Lord had in remembrance many 
Ages after, as you may ſee in Peter ,Jude,and in the Revelations, 
And on this N.S. whom R. Y. would compare to Stephen in 
hi 
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The Epiſtle the Reader. 
hs death, was the manifeſt Fadgment of God ſeen , for after 
he exerciſed himſelf in blaſphtming the pure Trath of God, and 
reproaching his Servants and Meſſengers, he never proſpered , 
but his woris are recorded before the Lord, into whoſe reft every 
ane that cryeth Lord, Lord, ſhall not enter. 

And this, Reader, i written for thy ſake, who art ſober 
minded, that thon mayſi know what manyer of perſon we are 
ſcandalized by, and\alſo what we believe concerning thoſe things 
in whith he fo chargnth «s with error : And if thew art one 
whom God hath honoured with the knowledge of the Truth, - as it 
is in Feſw, ſell it not, nor part with it, though the Devil 
ſhould tender thee all the glory of the world, ana greateſt pre- 
fermnts it can afford, leſt for turning thy back upon Trath, 
the Lord makethee an objett of his diſpleaſure, 4s he hath'done 
many Apoſtates, who are hatefull both'to God and man; and ſo 
thou periſh ewerlaſtingly , conſider Hebr, 6. 4, 5,6. and ſeri- 
ouſly lay it to heart ; for ſpeaking evil of the Truth thos once 
owned,will not excuſe any; And if thou art one who knows not the 
Truth and Way of God, #ake heed of ſpeaking evil of the things 
thou knoweſt not, leſt thow art found a Fighter againſt God, and 
have cauſe to repent when it is 100 late ; but rather try all things, 
and hold faſt that which is good 5 And ſo, for further dirett;- 
on and inſtruttion, 1 commend thee to God, and the Word of 
his Grate, which 'is able #0 teach thee, and guide thee #3 all 
things, and veſt thy faithful Friend'in the Trath, 


F: RK: 


" 4 a a. Ct PR ch —_——k. 
—_ I 


Have ſeen Nathaniel Smith's Pamphlet (who tiles bimfelf Stu- 

dent in Phyfick) dedicared to George Lord Delamer of Dunham 

Maſſey, in the Connty Palatine of Cheſter, by Randolph Tear- 

wood Prieft of Panktzidge ; the which Pampblet is full of Jeers, 

Scoffs, Slanders, Contradictions, and Lyesz and ſtuffed full 
of Envy, becauſe he the ſaid N. S. and ſome others were reproved 
in a Meeting for their vicious living 5 therefore he mocks and ſcoffs, 
and calls it, The © aakers Spiritwal Court ; and there are very many 
ſcornfult ſpeeches contained in it, which may ſtir up light minds, 
which is not worth meritioning, and being alrogether falſe ; which, 
we fhallleave co all the ſober, prudent and ingenious to judge, who 
know our lives and converſations all the Nation over. 

And as for Nathaniel Smith being converſant among the Quakers 
abour Fonrreen years, this is utterly falſe, and a known lye, both 
in his own Country, arid at Briſtol, in reland, at London, and in 
the North, and elſewhere 3 who did run out into the looſe ſpirit of 
the World, and did ſuch things, as indeed is a ſhame to ſpeak of, 
which is known both in Ireland, Dxblin, Briſtol, Cheſpire and Lon- 
dow'y though we were tender towards him, to reclaim bim from his 
vice, though he had been out of fellowſhip with us about twelve or 
thirteetr years: And ſo weare ſorry that ſuch Lyes ſhould be dire» 
ed to ſuch Perſons. And therefore we detire that this. our Anſwer 
may be communicared to thoſe Perſons unto whom his was dedica» 
red, and' unto all Places and Perſons where his Pamphiet may 
come: For indeed, he hath abuſed us, and wronged us, and per- 
verred' our words throughout his whole Book, - And therefore our 
defires are, that in humility, and'tear of God, withour: reſpe& of 
perſons, that people would try all: things before they receive things 
ir their belief ; for we'did look upon him as a looſe perſon, and 
ſo his end makes it manifeſt, 

Thongh Randolph Yearwood ſeems to daub him up in his wicked- 
neſs, and compares him with St Srephen, For indeed-he carried 
himſelf ſo among, Friends, that they were aſhamed of him, yer ſuch 
a'one. will ſerve Prieſt Teorwoed\ro*canonize among, the Martyrs, * 
Who'compares him to Srephevy, And the Prieſtfaith, Ir was oe 

: ord. 


The Epiſtle the Reader. 
hs death, was the manifeſt Fadgment of God ſeen , for after 
he exerciſed himſelf in blaſphemaing the pure Trath of God, and 
reproaching his Servants and Meſſengers, he never proſpered , 
bat his works are recorded before the Lord, into whoſe ——_— 
ane that cryeth Lord, Lord, ſhall not enter. ; 

And this, Reader, & written for thy ſake, who art fober 
minded, that thow mayſt know what manner of perſon we are 
ſcandalized by, and\alſo what we believe concerning thoſe things 
in whith he falſly chargeth «s with error : And if thow art one 
whom God hath honoured with the knowledge of the Truth, as it 
i in Feſw, ſell it not, nor part with it, though the Devil 
ſhoxld tender thee all the glory of the world, and greateſt pre- 
fermens it can afford; leſt for turning thy back upon Truth, 
the Lord make thee an obje& of his gs; 45 he hath done 
many Apoſtates, who are hateful both to God and man; and ſo 
thou periſh ewerlaſtingly ; conſider Hebr, 6. 4, 5,6. and ſeri- 
ouſly lay it to heart 3; for ſpeaking evil of the Truth thos once 
owned,will not excuſe any; And if thou art one who knows not the 
Truth and Way of God, #ake beed of ſpeaking evil of the things 
thou knoweſt not, 1eſt thow art found a Fighter againſt God, and 
have cauſe to repent when it is 100 late ; but rather try all things, 
and hold faſt that which is good 5 And ſo, for further dirett;- 
on and inſtruition, 1 commend thee 18 God, and the Word of 
his Grace, which # able 80 teach there, and guide thee #n all 
things, and reſt thy faithfull Friend'in the Trath, 
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Have ſeen Nathaniel Smith's Pamphiet (who tiles bimfelf Stu- 

dent in Phyfick) dedicated to George Lord Delamer of Dunham 

Maſſey, in the County Palatine of Chefter, by Randolph Tear- 

wood Prielt of Pankzidge ; che which Pampblct is full of Jeers, 

Scoffs, Slanders, Contradictions, and Lyes; and ſtuffed full 
of Envy, becauſe he the ſaid N. $. and ſome others were reproved 
in a Meeting for their vicious living 5 therefore he mocks and ſcoffs, 
and calls it, The Yaakers Spiritual Court ; and there are very many 
ſcornfull ſpeeches contained in it, which may tir up light minds, 
which is not worth mentioning, and being altogether falſe ; which, 
we fhallleave co all the ſober, prudent and ingenious to judge, who 
know our lives and converſations all the Nation over. 

And as for Nathaniel Smith being converſant among the Quakers 
about Fonrteen years, this is utterly falſe, and a known lye, both 
in his own Country, ard at Briſtol, in Treland, at London, and in 
the North, and elſewhere 3 who did run out into the looſe ſpirit of 
the World, and did ſuch things, as indeed is a ſhame to ſpeak of, 
which is known both in Ireland, Dxublin, Briſtol, Cheſnire and Lon- 
don'y though we were tender towards him, co reclaim him from bis 
vice, though he had been out of fellowſhip with us about twelve or 
thirteerr years: And ſo weare ſorry that ſuch Lyes ſhould be dire» 
ed to ſuch Perſons. And therefore we detire that this: our Anſwer 
may be communicared to thoſe Perſons unto whom his was dedica= 
red, and” unto all Places and Perſons where his Pamphiet may 
come: For indeed, he hath abuſed us, and wronged us, and per. 
verred' our words throughout his whole Book, - And therefore our 
defires are, that in humility, and fear of God, without: reſpeR of 
perſons, that people would try all: things before they receive things 
ir their belief; for we'did look upon him as a looſe perſon, and 
ſo his end makes it manifeſt, 

Thongh Raxdolph Yearword ſeems to daub him up in his wicked. 
neſs, and compares bim with St Srephey. For indeed he carried 
himſelf fo among, Friends, that they were aſhamed of him, yer ſuch 
a'one. will ſerve Prieſt Trorwoed to* canonize among the Martyrs, * 
Who'compares hit to Stephevy, And the Prieſtfaich, Ir was —_ 
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8 | 
Lord Delamer, and William +, YE) pleaſure and defire to 
have the Bock printed; which, truely we are ſorry that ſuch a per- 
ſon as the Prieſt {hould make ſuch Perſons as they are to be Patrons 
of ſuch Lyes, and abuſive landerous jeering and ſcornfull expreſiti- 
ons: And the ſaid Prieſt makes a large Diſcourſe in bis Epiſtle De- 
dicatory of Bowing, how that 7acob bowed to Eſau 5 now TFacob was 
the Second Birth, and Zſasthe Firſt Birth : Its manifeſt that cob 
Hill is udcr the profane nature in this Prieſt, and there is bowed and 
oppreſt, and that Facob is not lord over Eſas in him, for if it had, 
| bis E/as would not have uttered ſv many Lyes and ſcorrfull icoffing 

expreſſions, as may be ſeen in bis Epiſtle, as though all Manners 
and Breedinz conſiſted in Bowings, or Scrapings, or putting off the 
Hat, and ſaying you to a particular; and all who do not ſuch things 
are Clowns 3 and by his' Argument the Angel in the Revelation, 
and the Apoſtles, and Chriſt jeſus, and many of the Prophets come 
under his judgment ; But its plain, evil words have corrupted this 
Prieſts manners , for the Truch doth teach us how to behave our 
ſelves in a godly fear towards God and all men, and ro honour all 
men, that 1s to eſteem all men; and they that do rule well with - 
double honour, that is double eſteem. 

And alſo the Prieſt in his ſaid Epiſtle Dedicatory falſly compares 
the Quakers to thoſe in «de, that went in Cain, and Core, and Ba- 
laam's way. Truly, this be might very well have applied to him- 
ſelf, and fee how heis turned with the Times, and admires mens 
perſons becauſe of advantage 3 and ſee if he did nor ſpeak againſt 

. this Power, in the other Powers dayes, and ſoagainlt Dignitiesz let 
che ſober people who knowir judge, whether this Scripture in 7»de 
be to beapplyed to us or him. And as for his abuſive tearms, in ſay- 
ing, The Ynakers Bull and Sentence of Excommunication againſt 
N athaniel Smith , this ſhews his ignorance of us; for we donot caſt 
out any, nor excommunicate any, for they caſt themſelves out, if 
they go into wickedneſs and tranſgreſſion ; and goout of the Fel- 
lowſhip of the Goſpel. 

Anq in the next Epiſtle, which is ſubſcribed by Natbaniel Smith, 
Srudent in Phyſick, which is ſtuffed full of Lyes alſo, ard ground- 
leſs things, which be had not from the KL7 ers, but his own ima- 
ginations; for there he ſpeaks as though rhe 2uakers deny Angels, 
Spirits, and Souls of men after this Liſe; this be never bad "oP 
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the Quakers ; and that prople might live as they will, but this is bis 
own Ranting and Hearheviſh phaciple, which we did believe, and 


the Heathen, which truly is bis owns for the 2xakers believe in 
God,and Chriſt Jeſus who is the Judge of quick and dead,and which 
will give to every man a reward according to his works ; and who 
is able to caſt both Body and Soul inco Hell, as may be feen inthe 
Scriptures. 


And whereas he often ſpeaks of the Quakers caſting him out, and. 


their writing a paper againſt him ; this alſo is utterly falſe : for when 
he ſhould have anſwered ro ſuch things as he had done to che dii- 
honour of che Lord and his Truth, which grieved ſober people, be 
went out from amongſt us kimſelf without any bidding, ina great 
rage and paſlion, all che e know it that werein the Meeting, 
which he ſcoffingly calls the Qu«kers Conre, and fo ofcen ſcoffs and 
tells of 4 coming to the next Conye, ſhewing his enmity againſt all 
g00d order; for we did alwayes declare againſt his Drunkeneſs, 
Heatheniſm, Rantiſm and looſneſs. 

And then Sm3th makes a great preamble why he followed the 
Dwuakers Set; and In this he hath not done as an ingenious man, 
in many things ; for ſome of our words he bath taken and malked 
a great deal of his own ſtuff amongſt them. And yet he is {mitt 
at the people called Quakers, as though they denied, and level!” 
all Magiſtracy ; which our praftice proves the contrary : for d0 
not we come when we are called, and pay our Aſſeſſments and 
Taxes, that we may live apeaceable and godly life under them. 

And then in his third page, he falſly goes about to accuſe the 
WH of Contradiftions, and Backbitings, and falſe Accyſations, 
and aftive Perſecution 3 which indeed, rhis was his own work z and 
that was thecauſe that our Friends had two meetings with him, be» 
cauſe that he had flandered ſome, and backbited others ; his own 
Book bewrays him to all modeſt People. 

And now at laſt he bath publiſhed his [yes & fanders in a ſcornful 
ſcofling way to the World,and to great perſons : and judge all ſober 
people) whether this be not toſtir up Perſecution and harred & me» 
lice againſt ns, (who are a ſuffering people)by ucrering ſuch groſs hor- 
rid Lyes (and making the Quakers Principles ſoerroneous) which 
the Quakers, never thopght on 3 and what is this but to bring them 

B , under 


look upon him to bein: And he compares the Q»ak:r: belief to: 
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under Perſecution by envious minds? And is not this a greatpiece 
of malice of his, that becauſe ſome” of our Friends were caſt into 
Priſon that were poor, and kept long there; ſome, ſeven or eighe 
years; becauſe that Friends helped theirneceflities,and helped their 
Wives and Families to plow their Land, he is. therefore offended, 
and fpeakes of ic by way of reproach : ſo, if this be not the- ſame 
ſpiric that perſecuted them, and that would devour, let every fo=- 
ber and impartial minded man judge. And then, to cover himſelf, 
be talſly ſays, This did beget 4 beart-burning among the Dy akers. 
Ang thu prattice of pure Religion, to viſit the Priſoners, and velie- 
ving the Poor hath blinded the eyes of the wiſe, be fays. See how 
poorly he comes off with it ; whetber that Scripture that be Quotes 
was applyed to ſuch as helped the needy, and relieved the poor, and 
viſited Priſoners. | 

And 8s for T ale-carriers, we know none more then himſelf. And 
therefore our Friends had a meeting about him, for his looſneſs, and 
tale- bearing, and backbiting z and ſuch as do ſo, have neither love 
to God nor his People 3 and ſuch do noc mind their own conditiy 
ons, how itſtands betwixt chem and the Lord, and ſuch dark gn- 
clean and looſe ſpirits we did alwayes judge : and this be fayes be- 
fot 4 contention, becauſe we could not have fellowſhip with ſuch as 
| heaccounted Miniſters, and did not know their own conditions, 
nor did not lead their lives according to what they ſpoke and ſo 
he was the man, becauſe his perſon was not reſpeted, neither was 
juſtified in bis evil way 3 and they who ſpeak againſt any man falſe- 
iy, they ought eo judge it, and to be ſorry forit. And be goeson 
inthe fourth and fiſt pages of his Book, and makes a greac tir abour 
Mingfters, and ſuch as ſpeak againſt them ;, and how that they would 
lock ſtr angely at others who they had uot wnity with, and-who had ſpoken 
againſt them; andif a Miniſter took them by the band, and Live thens 
a gentle reproof, and did but touch them with the tipena of his finger, 
&c. And this is another of bis ſcoffs which did not become him , 
indeed we were ſtrangers to him and ſuch evil Speakers, and yer 
we would have all that name the Name of Chriſt co depart from 
injquity. 
ES he makes a boaſt, that he never took woney, nor me= 
mes worth, but got bu living with his own hands ;, thatiwe (hall leave 
$0 the Countries that know bim when he was a Shoemaker, vhen 
| | c 
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he came fir among Friends, and then came to be-n Door. But 
indeed, when he was tried, he had not very much judgement in this, 
and we were afraid that he would do people more burt chen good ; 
and then he runont from among Friends about twelve or thirteen 
years ſince: and when he had run himſelf out inthat alſo, then be 
came among Friends in the North, when he could not tell where to 
put his head, and Friends were tender towards him, who would 
have had him recovered again, but never was to his dying day. 

In page g. be {peaks of ſowe things, which for modeſty ſake, be will 
paſs over with filence : This is bur deceit; for if he could have gotten 
any thing againſt us,he would have publiſhed # upon the houſe top,as 
he hach done, as you may ſee by his railing, and the reſt of bis Lyes: 

Andyhereas in the ſaid page 5, of ſome of the Miniſters raifing 4 
People to themſelver, and others coming and got the fruit of their la- 
bewrs,, and ly ſays, got their Biſboprick from them; this is 
likethe ret of his Lyes z and ſaid, they returned home and viſited the 
us were This is falſe alſo, And ſo you may ſec how long 

e hach watcbed for evil (againſi us) firſt andlaſts and for want of 
thar, be utters forth his own Lyes and Folly. And then he ſays, 
The Quakers deny Marriage, and ſaid it was luſt, and came of the 
Devil; and this alſo is more Lyes : For the Quakers Principle was, 
C That to forbid Marriage was the Doctrine of Devils ; |] 
as may be ſeen in our Books up and down the Nations: and ſo the 
Reader may fee (who peruſes our Books) how this man bath abu- 
ſed us: and he ſays, The firff Marriage that ever he knew was in Pri- 
ſon: whatever he knew, we know, that there were many marriages - 
"many years before he came amongſt ns; but this ſhews his ma- 
- 4 azainft us, and his ignorance of us, by which he would vill; 

E US. 

In page 6. he faith, When any came together there ws not any that 
knew beſides themſelves : this is falſe; for it was never the praftiſe 
amoneglt us ſo todo, for they declared it to their Relations, and to: 
Friends before ever they ſpoke of it to the Meetings, that with the 
conſent of their Parents and Friends they might go cogether in the 
fearof God; and then they declared itin the Meetings; and then 
chey wait a time that Friends may makeenquiry (if 'there de any 
doubt or ſuſpition concerning either) ifthey be freefrom all other 
men and women; and then, if they be clear and free, they declare 
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it again in the Meeting afcer ſearch is made, whether the things be 
true as they ſpeak, that ſo nothing but what is clean and pure 
may be owned amongſt us; and then they appoint a day, and an 
Aſlembly, and take one another, according tothe example of the 
holy men of God, and the Scriptures of Truth, in the Preſence 
of God and his People; and then its recorded in « Book, accord- 
ing to the Command of God unto Iſaiah the Propher ; and o, in 
this thing alſo he abuſes us, and belies us. 

And whereas be ſpeaks of differences and difſentions abowr Marri- 
age, and open war about the ſame ; and that George Fox ſends others 
of his Miniſters to proclaim againſt them ; theſe be more of his 
Lyes. But if any went diſorderly together, contrary to the pra» 
Rice of the holy men of God, we diſown ſuch: for Marriage is 
honourablein all, and the bed undefiled. 

And whereas he ſayes, he would never take one part or other, but 
ſought to make peace. Alas, filly man, he ſtaid not ſo long among us 
after he perked up to be a Door, but became an abſolute 
Enemy borh to our Principles and PraRice, and to Truth ic ſelf, 
though of late years he came amongſt us, and ſeemed to be bum- 
ble; but fill Friends ſaw him to be dark and fottiſh, and many were 
aware of him. 

And then he ſays, (ſcoftingly) That about five or ſix jears ago 
they had no Court, 

Anſw. We have had the ſame practiſe amongſt us about twenty 
years, as denying ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs, atid admoniſh- 
ing that all may live ſoberly and rigbteouſly, as becomes the Goſpel, 

Ard then in the fixth and ſeventh pages of his Book, he ſpeaks 
ef the canſe of hia diſlike of the 2wakers, and the Principle of George 
Fox, and others. ; 

Anſw. Now people, wes it like this man ſhould know our Prin- 
ciple and Practice, who had been about 12 or 13 years from wx 
and gone into ſuch praRiſes which are not fit to be ſpoken : bur if 
"ou will further hear of them; you may enquireof them in D#- 
iin, and other parts in Ireland; though afterwards he {cemed to re» 
pent : Bur we bad {till a godly fear, and a ſight char it was not from 
the heart 3 but having the mind of Chrift, who would bave all men 
to be ſaved; we had paticnce and long ſaffering cowards him, de- 
bring his recovery, FED 
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And whereas he ayes, that George Fox beard that be held the 
Earth was round, Whereas to try him,G.F. alledged what the Scrip- 
tures ſpeaks of four Corners of the Earth, 7ſa. 11. 22. and the 
breadth of the Earth, 7eb 33, 18. and ſaid, Haſt chou perceived 
the breadth of the Earth ? declare ifthou knoweſt itall. And G, F. 
asked him, what Scripture he had for the roundnefs of the Earth ? 
bad he it not from ſome of the Heathen Philoſophers Books ? Buc 
never mentioned twelve a Clock; bat ſaid, did not the Sun ſhine 
at Jeruſalem, Rome, and Germany, and Tx«rkey, and New-Encland, 
and Yirginy, and berein mv abour the middle of the day? but 
of. the Earth and about thoſe things there was more in the thinss 
then could be ſpoken to him. And did not the Prophets and holy 
men of God ſpeak of che four corners, and breadth of the Earth 


by Revelation ? and did they not cry again't Philoſophers, and 


Aſtrologers, and Scar-gazers ? 

And he abuſes G. F. inſaying, that he fathered his Errors upon 
the Spirit, and Revelation: but he ſpoke the Scripture Language 
to bim 3 and he hath frequently confeſſed to Fohn Stubs, that George 
Fex was the wiſcſt man that ever he met withal, or believed was up- 
on the Farth : and would ſubmic to him in theſe matters, and all 
Phyſica! things ; though George Fox never had unity with his ſpirit 3 
though he would bave had the man recoveredfrom his looſe life, 

And then Smith ſaith, that he ſpoke ro George Fox of Spiritual 
Bodies, and Angels, but he denied them: This is alcogether falſe; for 
the Scripture is plentifull for that of Spiricual Bodies and Anpels 
both. But Smith was ſpeaking of evil Spirits walking in the night 
with bodies; and G. Fs ſaid, he never ſaw any of cho from his 
youth, walking in the night, as he ſpeaks of : And ſome were 
ſpeaking they durſt not go into the Steeple-houſe in che night ; 
6.'F. rold them, bedurſt liethere, and thus Smich was talking of 
o!d Wives fables to affripht children. But did not diſcourſe 
about Angels,and Heavenly and Spiritual Bodies. But there areevil 
Spirits, though the Power of God is over them all. 

And he faith, another diſcourſe he had with G.F. abont the: Soul, 
and having a Spiritual Body after this life 3 and that G. F\, ſbeuld ſay, 
ir was the Breath of God which was oppreſſed with the wicked. 

Anſw. Here Smith bath wronged our Principle : but George 


(poke truth, that God breathed into man the Breath of Life, and 
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Mean became a Living Soul 3 and the fleſhly lufts doth war againſt 
the Soul, and ſo there it was oppreſſed ; © Yet there wasa de- 


generation and fall in Man when he went from the Life ; ] 
but George never denied that the Soul ſhould have « Spiritual Body 
after this Life. 

And then Smith in his page 8. makes application (with a Pa- 
rentheſis) that all Souls ſhould retarn to God. 

Anſw.Tboſe were not G. F's words,but his own principle of Ran- 
tiſm ; for the Soul that fins ſhall die: And he char is able to caſt 
both Body and Soul into Hell, people are to fear him : And yet this 
Smith never ſeemed to be diſſatisfied about G. F*s anſwer, and now 
in his malice be hath pur it out in print. 

And in the ſame page, Smith ſaith, he diſcourſed with G. F, about 
the Beaſts of the field, and creeping things , and that he did affirm, that 
they hadreaſon as well 45 man; and all the difference between them and 
man w.s, that the man was ſallen from hu firſt ſtate, and (o man was 
worſe then a Braſt, i | 

Anſw, Here he wrongs G. F- again, and belyes him : for, if 
Gorge did ſay that man was fallen from his firſt ſtate, and in this 
faln eſtate man vas called a Beaſt, and unreaſonable, and worſe 
then ſome of the Beaſts, as ſheep, who feed together gently, and 
donot deſtroy one another, he ſaid true ; for man was made inthe 
[mage of God, and fo he had reaſon given to him above all the Beaſts 
of the Field, ro namethem by che Wiſdom and Power of God. 

Andthe next thing he ſayes, be asked G. F. the difference between 
the Soul of a Man and a Beaſt. 

G. F'sanſwer was,God breathed into Man and he became a living 
Soul, this was truth. 

And alſo chat George Fox ſbould ſay, he breathed into all Creatures, 
and when they were at an end, they returned to Gd. 

Anſw. Theſe laſt words were not G. F's, he wrongs him; bur 
theſe were his words, chat God upheld all ebings by bis Word and 
Power, who had given every thing life and breath; and all things 
were upheld by him both moveable and immoveable, and they had 
their being from che Creator ; but man had a preheminency above 
them all, and he gives breath and life to all, and is a great Lord 
and ſuſtainer of all chings, and all things praiſe his Name, as David 
ſpeaks;which,if .S.had read David's Pſalms,he might bave anſwer- 
ed himſelf, how his works praiſe him. 2 And 


(15 
And again Smith faith, that George Fox beked not wpn God as be- 
ing 4 Spirit,but 48 a great Lights the Light of the day, and the night as 
the Devil; with a great deal of ſuch ſtuff may be ſeen inthe eighth 
page of his book: and ſaith, that George Fox, nor «thers, do wor 
believe that there are ezther Angels oy Devils. 

Anſw. All theſe things are falſe, and never believed nor ſpoken 
of amongft the Quakers ; but he hath belyed wronged, and 
abuſed them in uttering ſuch Lyes of them 3 manifeſting himſelf, 
that he bath neitherthe tear of God, nor a good Conſcience; for 
Godis a Spirit, and ts to be worſhipped in the Spirit, &c. as our 
Booksthroughout the Nation fully declares : And Godis Light, in 
whom is no Darkneſs at all, that is Scripture. - And God that 
made the Light, and divided the Light from the Darkneſs, the Light 
he called Day, and the Darkneſs he cakied Night (this was before 
the Serpent was made) and who made all things in fix dayes, and 
ſaw all rings that he made was good, and bleſſed them; and fo 
the night and the day was bo:h good : And it was never the Qua- 
kers Principle toſay, that the outward night or darkneſs was the 
Devil; but the Darkneſs that comes by the Power of Darkneſs, the x 
Devil, that Night is of him, andisevil. ; 
And whereas Smith ſcoffs in the ninth page of his Book, at the ; 

| 
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Light which the Quakers own, (which is Chriſt Jeſus our Lighe 
and Life) and calls it s New Lsght- 

No, Ir is the ſame that the Apoſtles and Prophets bore witneſs 
of, and ſothey do believe there are Angels and Spirits, which the 
Scripture ſpeaks of : and Chriſt caſt out many evil Spirits; it had been 
wellif they had been caſt out of Smith before he died. And fo all can 
judge who have read our Books,and have been frequently among vs 
at our Meetings, that theſe are Lyes which he bath uttered againſt us 
in his Book. | 

And further he proceeds againſt us, thet we neither believe that 
Angels are Spirits, nor that the Devils are Spirits ,, and that be uſed 
his 36 endeavours to overtwrn this Principle of the Quakers. 

Anxſw. We never heard him diſcourſe of any fach things; but on- 
ly telling of Spirits walking in Steeple-bouſe yards, or the like ro 
frighten children, which he was reproved for, 

Ard then he brings anather falſe accuſation; as though the Qua- 
hers did not hold that a man ſhould have a beeing after this life, 

Which accuſation is altogether falſe; for the Saints have not 


© ng-e— = Z £ 


£ ay , : . 
nd Tagen > oe 


.: _ ao un,S# +» 
PR a + = eas I > Po oo 
. « - — = - - $_ - 
% - - = " "_ - 
. 


(16) 
in this World hope only, but they are Heirs of a Kingdom, that 
ſhall never have end; and chat they (hall receive in ehis Life a 
hundred fold, and a Life chat ſhall never have anend, even Life 
Everlaſting. So it was Nathaniel Smith that fell from Truth it 
ſelf, and was brought into confuſion, And neither could he ſet us 
one againſt another, for generally Friends ſaw him. 

And he ſpeaks of /ome among the Quakers that ewned, that there 
were Angels, and Spirits, and an immortal Soul. 

Anſw. This was always our Principle from the very firſt, that 
the Spirirs, or Souls, or Angels that are fallen, and lived not in 
the Power of Godand in the Truth, ſhould receive wo and miſery : 
bur they who kept their Habitation ſhould recerve glory : And tri- 
bulacion upon every Soul that doth evilz but mercy and peace to 
them that do well. 

And chen he tells the World, ke hath kept theſe wrapped up in hs 
Cloſſer, he being one of #s, 

Anſw. It isa long time fince; for as was ſaid before, he hath 
been about cwelve or thirteen years from us in his Rantiſm, 

And in the tenth and eleventh pages of his Book be bath uttered 
more of his Lyes : That the Quakers boaſted both in the North and 
Sonth that they ſhould not be touched with the Plague ; and thu, he ſays, 
th:y pretended a Revelation of the Spirit : and that there died more of 
the Duakers then any other people, conſidering their number : and this 
he ſatth was prophefied of amongſt our Friends at Lancaſter, and in the 
Nerth : and he ſays, after be had diſcovered this, they would hardly 
look upon him , but when #t came to paſs he was received into favour 
AYANN, 

"8 »ſw. Theſe are things of his own making 3 for we never heard 
that chey made ſuch boaſteither in the North or South ; and never 
pretended Revelations nor Viſions : but it ſeems he wants ſome mat- 
eer to ſlander and abuſe the people called Quakers, and therefore 
bach he added Lye to Lye: and fo thoſe falfe viſions, and counter- 
feit lights was his own, and he is gone into che Grave with them : 
neicher was he received inco favour more by Friends then he was 
before ; for he came but ſometimes amongſt Friends. 

And as for the judgment, concerning the Plague coming upon 
the Cicy, was ſeen, and ſpoken of, 2s it may be ſeen by our Papers 
and Bovks unto this day. 

And 
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And in the ſaid eleventh page, he ſayes, he tame to Londew, 41d 
went to viſit Bilkiah Bedford, « good Friend which carried Letters to 
the King : (hemeans the Sufferings of Friends who were in Pri- | 
ſon) and he ſays, heofte» found George Fox with him, avd G. F. | 
would enquire of bimy what he had done at the Comrt with Papers, &c. ! 
and Smith (faith) be thowghs himſelf the more happy, and thought nt 
by that means he might get Patients ; and ſo he ſays he had rwo or x. 0 | 1: 
Patients. | | 

Anſw. Now people may ſee this man his coming among Friends, | (87 
how he thought to get credit and means amongſt us ; but it ſeems 4 
he loſt his end : and bere, inhis own confeſſion, Friends were wil- T1 
lingto do him good. And was not he judging Friends before of their | 
reſpeing perſons, and preferment, and now he thought eo pet ic / 
himſelf; bur he hath loſt it: and yet, by his own confeſtion, he 
helped him to two or three Patients. 

And whereas he ſays, he found George Fox and Hilkiah Bedford 
often rogether; thar is falſe : for he never ſaw G. F. bur once 
at Hilkiab Bedfords, and he came in, and went his way, for he 
would hardly ſpeak, and Hilkzah ſaid, he was the Clowniſteſt con» 
ditioned man that ever he ſaw #n his life. 

So its clear, the end of his coming to the City was to get ac- 
—_— among our Friends, for his own ends : and then how if 

oon he ſays be loſt ic, when indeed his carriage was not ſo hand- 


ſom;but that he might ſoon do it : nevercheleſs its clear that Friends 
would have done him good, who will do good againſt evil : For in- 
deed, when he went up and down backbiting and flandering in that 
manner, it made ſober people to be ſhy of him, though we were 
render to all; for if he had been ſuch a prudent and ingenious —- 
man, as he pretended, and ſuch a Student in Phyſick, who pretends i 
eda call co it (which Friends could not believe) he might bave/ K. 
done more good then he did. | of: & 
And Nathaniel Smith, who calls himſelf a Student in Phyſick{. _ 
he knew not what lictle pibble-ſtones are, but asked Hilkiah what ©; 
they were, in page 13. this is a firange Student in Phyſick, and 
knows not what pibble-ftones are; this man hath but little know- 
ledg in all the Creation. 
And whereas in the nineteenth page of his Book he ſcoffingly 
ſpeaks of the Quakers Comrr, and = they confeſs their Sinners, and 
Wu their 
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their Pardons ;, and ſpeaks of one coming with 4 green bag; and how 
the Duakers take them 2to 4 little Room to confeſs them. 

This is as falſe, as truth is truth, Andthen, faith he, 5f they be 
ſummon'd to come into the Comrt the third time, . then Senttuce is paſt 
upon them; this isfalſealſo. 

Smith ſaith, this priviledge was mot granted to him : It was his own 
deſire to meet with Friends 3 and if any ſummon'd him in, it was 
himſelf; for he gave notice biypſelf, as he ſaith in his Book : So if 
any ſummon'd a Court, it was himſelf, for it was brought into oar 
publick Meeting : for ſeveral Friends went to ſpeak with this 
Sm1ith, hearing of his looſneſs, (and that he went fometimes nnder 
the name of a ,2uaker, and ſometimes under the name of a Baptsſt) 
that Truth might not be diſhonoured by him; and we do take notice 
of all that walk diſorderly and not as becomes the Goſpel, and ſuch 
as diſhonours the Lords boly Name, by which they are called; and 
we are glad if any do repent of their wickedneſs. 

And whereas he wrongs George Fox, and ſays, he knows not where 
he found this Law, except he found it in the old Chronicles; for when 
he had made an end of that Buck, called the Arraignment of Popery , 
and a5 foon as he had done this Book he ſet down this Law 3 1 do not know 
(faith Smith) that it was before that time. | 

Anſw. This ſhews Smith's ignorance of us, who ſaith he bath 
deen converſant with us about fourteen years : for this practice was 
argonglt..us before ever he came amongſt us, for to admoniſhſuch 
as do any thing that doth not become the Goſpel 3 and to declare 
againſt all manner of Sin, without reſpe& of perſons, which he 
ſcoffingly calls George Fox's Law, which George doth own the Spirix 
of Life, which. makes free from the Law of fin ard death, and the 
Law of Faith that purifies the heart, and the Law of Love that 
overcomes the Devil; which I am ſure is not the Pope's faith, nor 
, Smiths neither , though he was afraid of 4 Priſon from the Zna> 
+a and that they ſhould bave baniſhed him ; Cob deceit) this is Cavy, 
| TCArs OP 
 I'benbetells of « d#ze» of Backbiters and Tatlers together, which 
no prudetit man canjudge is ſo; for if people profeſs Truth, and 
do not live according, they are to be admonifhed, this is not back- 
diting. And then be rails againſt G. F. and tells him of ' the Spirit 
of Revelation in ſaying the World was flat, ang he Waves this to Gee 
graphers 19 juage. bw Anſw. 
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Anſw. So he doth-'got own the Scriptures of the holy men of 
God, their words who ſpeaks of the breadth, and length, and the 
four Corners of the Earth. G. F. would have diſcourſed with him, 
to have known of him, how theſe held together, the Scriptures, 
and his Geographycal and Philoſophical Books, but he hath lefr out 
the cauſe of his diſcourſe : when he ſaid, al light came of the Swn 5 
and G, F. .asked him, bow -many*dayes there were before the Sun 
was made; and that ſtopped : his mouth : for there were ſeveral 
dayes before the Sunwas: made 2 and the Lighe was called Day. It 
ſeems theſe things boyled in him in his beart with envy, _— 
could ſay little toG. F's face. . Now be beſmatters' bijm, and belies 
him; but he was always quarrelſom, and would prefer che Heathen 
Authors before the Scriptures, which the boly men of God ſpoke 
forth, and ſuffered for what they ſpoke. 

And whereas he ſays in bis page 22. that the Clark was Command- 
ed to write his Excommmunication , this was utterly falſe. 

And that which 6G. Fex ſpoke to him at the Peale, which Smhb 
deſired a meeting ſhould be at it, which he ſcoffingly calls « Cowre :; 
I can leave the ſober people to judge, whether G. F. did bim any 
wrong : and if Smitb had acknowledged his evil, as H/kgab dig, 
it bad been better for him; and therefore be abuſed Friends, and 
ſhews a contradition 3 for he ſays, that Hilkiab Bedford did confeſs; 
and yet he ſays again there was no reproof, bur rather & commend- 
ing: and G. F. might very well reprove Nathaniel! Smith for menti- 
oningthe Heaven, and calling it towitneſs about his frothy and ill> 
favoured carriages. , 

And Smith faith in his page 27. where he hath been ſpeaking a- 


bout 7ames Parke, (faith he) we world rakg no notice of theſe private 


things betwixt James Parke and him. 

Anſw. Nay, it was not civil, for James was not there to anſwer 
for himſelf z for. when Nathaniel! Swith did complain to G. F. 
G. F. ſaid, they were raw to jargle about ſuch things that they did 
nor underitand. 

And-whereas Nathaniel Smith faith in his page 28. that G. F. 
foould ſay, that there are none to ſpeak againſt John Bolton ; for he 
WAs 4 [nfficient man, and an anciens Citinen. 

Anſw. Theſe were not G.F's words; but G.F.ſaid, he was an ancient 
ran, and a known Cittizen, and on could ſpeak any thing againſt 
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(18) 
thery Pardons 5, and ſpeaks of one coming with 4 green bag; and how 
the Quakers take them $210 4 little Reom to confeſs them. 

This is as falſe, as truth is truth, Andthen, ſaith he, 5f they be 
ſummon'd to come into the Conrt the third time, . then Senttuce is paſt 
#pon them; this isfalſealſo. 

Smith ſaith, this priviledge was mot granted to bim : It was his own 
deſire to meet with Friends 3 and if any ſummon'd him in, it was 
himſelf; for he gave notice bimſelf, 8s he ſaith in his Book : So if 
any ſummon'd a Court, it was himſelf, for it was brought into oar 
publick Meeting : for ſeveral Friends went to ſpeak with this 
Smith, hearing of his looſneſs, (and that he went fometimes nnder 
the name of a Quaker, and ſometimes under the name of a Baptiſt) 
that Truth might not be diſhonoured by him; and we do take notice 
of all that wajk diſorderly and not as becomes the Goſpel, and ſuch 
as diſhonours the Lords holy Name, by which they are called ; and 
we are ghadif any do repent of their wickedneſs. 

And whereas he wrongs George Fox, and ſays, he knows not where 
he found ths Law, except he found it in the old Chronicles; for when 
he had made an end of that Bock, called the Arraignment of Popery , 
and as foon as he had done this Book he ſet downthis Law 3 1 do not know 
(faith Smith) that it was before that time. | | 

Anſw. This ſhews Smith's ignorance of us, who ſaich he bath 
been converſant with us about fourteen years : for this practice was 
argonglt.us before ever he came amongſt us, for to admoniſhſuch 
as do any thing that doth not become the Goſpel z and to declare 
againſt all manner of Sin, without reſpe& of perſons, which he 
ſcoffingly calls George Fox's Law, which George doth own the Spirit 
of Life, which. makes free from the Law of fin and death, and the 
Law of Faith chat purifies the heart, and the Law of Love that 
overcomes the Devil; which I am ſure is not the Pope's faith, nor 
. Smiths neither , though he was afraid of 4 Priſon from the nas 
\kers, and that they ſhould bave baniſned him : Cob deceic) this is Cavy, 
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 Ibenbetellsof # duzey of Backbiters and Tatlers together, which 
no prudent man canjudge is ſo; for if people profeſs Truth, and 
do not live according, they are to be admonifhed,, this is not back- 
diting. . And then be rails againſt G. F. and tells him of the Spirit 
of Revelation in ſaying the World was flat, and he Waves thi: to Gee 
graphers 10 juage. | Anſs. 


. (ug) 

Anſw. So he doth \got ownhe Scriptures of the holy men of 
God, their words who ſpeaks of the breadth, and length, and the 
four Corners of the Earth. G. F. would have diſcourſed with bim, 
to have known of him, how theſe'held together, the Scriptures, 
and bis Geographycal and Philoſophical Books, but he hath left out 
the cauſe of his diſcourſe : when he ſaid, al light came of the Sun 5 
and G, F, .asked him, bow-many*'dayes there were before the San 
was made; and that ſtopped his mouth : for there were ſeveral 
dayes before the Sun.was: made 2 and the Lighe was called Day. It 
ſeems theſe things boyled in him in his bearc wich eavy, though be 
could ſay little ro G. F's face. . Now be beſmatters him, and belies 
him; but he was always quarrelſom, and would prefer che Heathen 
Authors before the Scriptures, which the boly men of God ſpoke 
forth, and ſuffered for what they ſpoke. 

And whereas he ſays in bis page 22. that the Clark was Command 
ed to write his Excommunication, this was utterly falſe. 

And that which 6G. Fex ſpoke to him at the Peale, which Smth 
deſired a meeting ſhould be at it, which he ſcoffingly calls « Cowrr ; 
I can leave the ſober people to judge, whether G. F. did bim any 
wrong : and if Smith had acknowledged his evil, as Hilkgab dig, 
it bad been better for him; and therefore be abuſed Friends, and 
ſhews a contradition 3 for he ſays, that Hilkiab Bedford did confeſs; 
and yet he ſays again there was no reproof, bur rather & commend- 
ing: and G. F. might very well reprove Nathaniel! Smith for menti- 
oningthe Heaven, - and calling it to witneſs about his frothy and ill- 
favoured carriages. . 

And Smith (aith in his page 27. where he hath been ſpeaking a- 


bout james Parke; (faith he) we would takg no notice of theſe provate 


things betwixt James Parke and bim. 

Anſw. Nay, it was not civil, for Fames was not there to anſwer 
for himſelf 3 for. when Nathaniel Swith did complain to G. F. 
&. F, ſaid, they were raw to jangle about ſuch things that they did 
nor underitand. 

And-whereas Nathaniel Smith faith in his page 28. that G. F. 
foonld ſay, that there are none to ſpeak, againſt Jobn Bolton 3 for he 
WAs 4 [nfficient man, and an anciend Citizen. 

Anſw. Theſe werenot G.F's words, but G.F.ſaid, he was an ancient 
man, and a known Cittizen, and ws could ſpeak any thing _ 
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(20) 
him? for if [or any man ſhould walk in the High-way with thee, 
and ſhould not mind the High-way, but go afide 3 and then thou 
ſhould ſay thou hadſt amazed me, and reported behind my back, 
thatT was ſo amazed that I couldnor find my way to the Meeting 3 
G.F. faid to him, chis will make civil perſons ſhun the Company of 
ſuch a man as he was, hs 

And whereas he ſaith that F. G. ſhould ſay,the Country-man that 
ſpake to Smirb, was Smich's Country-man. 

Anſw. That was falſe, for G. F. aid, there was a Country-manz 
ſpeak to him : bur did not ſay, his Country-man ; and this which he 
would charge upon George as an uatruth was his own, and not 
G. F's. | 

And whereas he charges G. F. with ſaying, sf he would not yeild 
and confeſs to Jobn Bolton, that he muſt be undone 5, and that be was 
not t0 come among men, neither to diſcourſe , ner have familiarity 
Bith men. 

Anſw. T heſe were not &.F*s words; but if he made his boaſt, and 
ſhould ſay that he had ſo amazed the man, that be” could not go 
along the High-way, and that he was loſt becauſe he loſt the 
High-way, in this' he would hurt himſelf, and men would take 
heed how they had familiarity wich him, and would ſhun him: 

And whereas he (ayes, that G. F. faid, 5f he wowld nor ſubmit, he 
might go ont of the Reom from amongaſt us. 

Anſw. That was falſe alſo. 

| And whereas he ſays &,F.commanded the Clark to write againſt Na» 
ebaniel Smith, becanſe he had ſpoken againſt John Bolton, and wil 
not ſubmit to him 3, therefore he ts not to have communication with any 
man, nor any man with him: 

Anſw. All theſe words are utterly falſe, not one word true of 
them; and by this ic may be ſeen, that he had neither the fear of 
God, nor a go0d Conſcience, though this Prieſt hath Canonized 
him amongſt the Saints. 

And then again Smith faith, that G. F. commanded him to go 
forth , that is utterly falſe alſo; for George would have had him to 
have ſtaid, and ocher Friends would have had him to have fate down, 
andcarry himſelf likea man, but he went away in a rage, as all 
the Meeting knows. | 

And Smith ſaith, after his Trial ſome came ro his Chamber, i 
FT 
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ſaid, he muſt bear with Friends, and Smith anſwered, that he had 


born with them this ten years. 

Auſw. Theſe are more of his Lyes, and as true asthereſt are 
for he hath been about twelve or thirteen yeers out with Friends, 
and from them a grear part of chat time. 

And then Smith tells the World what they ſhall here in t e reply to 
his anſwer, sf we foal make any, but the Lord ſhortened his dayes 3 
for he cut him off before his Book was Printed. 

And he ſays, others [aid, be muſt forget and forgive 

That was good counſel, if any had done him wrong» 

And as for his ſaying, we laid Burdens, 

Anſw. It was his own condition 3 for he did burden and grieve 
the Juſt in many. 

And then he ſays, George Fox begins to clear bimſelf of this Court, 
and ſays, be is not guilty : for be caſts out none, but they caſt out thens 
ſelves by their wickeaneſs : and then he ſays, what w45 tbat Sentenc? 
that the Clark, i» the Clefſet drew up. 

Anſw., Wecaft none out ; for they ca(t themſelves out : for they 
go from Truth, and Power and Spiric of God, and we do admo- 
niſh them, and exhort them gs andif they will not return, bur bate 
reproof, we leave them as Heathens. 

And as for the Sentence the Clark drew up, we know no ſuch 
thing as any Sentence that the Clark of the Court drew up : for 
we have no ſuch Clark of a Cloſſer, neither was there any ſuch 
thing drawn up againſt him: and if there h:d been any thing 
drawn up againſt him, ſeeing he was not what he profeſſed, ic had 
been no evil, that people might nor have been deceived by him. 

And be fpeaks of ſome being carried owt by vielence. 

Anfw, | know no ſuch thing, 

And as for his ſaying, he dia wot leave us till John Bolton forbid 
him to come; yet he did come afterward 3 and left us alſo abouc 
ewelve or thirteen years fince. 

And as for fegling, it was his own; for we would have our 
.deeds come co the Light. 

And whereas he ſays that George Fox caſt bins ont, 

Anſw. He went out (ina rage) himſelf; and G. F. would have 
had him to have ſtayed. And thea he compares us with them that 
ca{}s into Priſon to death, and perſecuted ; and then. when he 
hath 


hath raiſed upa lie, znd goes forth in a rage: then he ſays, we caſt 
him out, and compares us with che old Perſecutors ; wherein he 
abuſes us, who have the mind of Chriſt, who deſires not the death 
of any man, but would have all men to be ſaved. 

And in page 32. he tells G. F. of trimming Fines, and that 
Briars and T horns did choak «t ; This is bis condition, who did not 
regard the tender care of our Friends cowards him, for bis own 
g00d, but thus to abuſe them : we know ſuch looſe livers as he, 
arenot the fruitof the Wheat northe Vine. 

And whereas he ſays, that we caft him out, and aijpences with Hy- 
focrites, this he tells che Worlds Truly, I believe many ſober peo- 
ple believes he hath abuſed us in his Book, who is afar off from 

 limplicity. 

» Andthen in page 33. how one may come tobe a Lyaker, and re- 
ceived into ogy Society; wherein he accuſes us, as in the reſt of 
his Book : for when be was in Priſon with Zawes Harriſov, and 
wrought of the Shoemaking Trade then with bim, (though he was 
bur a Bungler) Fames let him have about four pounds of the Money 


that they got togerher. But as to thoſe things take James's own 
. Account, who knew him in the dayes of his firſt apoſtatizing. 


+. 


Athaviel Smith was about fourteen years ago convinced of the 

,N Way of Truth, and was put in Priſon for ſpeaking to a Prieſts 

, and then he expeRed to have been maintained there by Friends, 
and defired them to buy him a ſuit of cloaths, but they denied ir, 
(he working then of his Trade, viz. a Shoemaker, and to my know- 
ledge got five ſhillings in a week) and hereat he was diſpleaſcd ; 
and ſoon after he began to make Salves, and to take upon himto 
be a Chirurgion: and about the time he ſought to-get things of 
of Friends, he uſed the words tho and thee, and jea and nay, keep= 
ing on bis Hat, and uſed to commend ſuch as declared among us ; 
bu he could never get one Suit of Clothes among us by ſo =_ : 
So that he mighc-have written quite contrary, and ſaid, If thou do 
all that the Quakers do, if it be not in reallity and truth, from « 
princjple of Truth inthyfelf, butin immication, they will not re- 
ceivethee into their Society, nor own thee if thou waſt neyer ſo 
great; for | have endeavoured thus this fohrteen years, and could 
not obtain to be owned of them, without it were by chanice, _ 
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I came ſuddenly on them in ſome place where I was not known ; 
and yet then they would quickly find me out; ſo that I could ne- 
ver ſtay long ina place. About thirteen years he left us, and went 
into Treland, and made ſalves of yallow dock roots, as he rold me, 
and thereby got money and bought him a Black Suit 3 and then gar 
to be counted a Phyſitian, and let his mind out about the Stars, 
Logick, Magick, Black Art, Fairies, evil Spirits and ugly ſhapes, 
more then to mind the Day-ſtar inthe heart, che mighty Power of 
God, the Spirit of Truth. And in Ireland he uſed to caſt Figures, 
for ſome of which, if he had not takento his flight, and left Jre- 
land, he had ſmarted deeply for, as he himſelf ſaid. Moreover, 
when he-began to be a DoRor he could not read Engliſh well 3; and 
for his undertaking to tell how to be « 2xaker, he hath but de- 
clared his own praQtice and endeavours, foaming out his own 
ſhame, who hath experienced and proved ſuch projeRs ; bur it 
hath turned to his own ruine and overthrow, and will do fo to 
a)l that follow him. He was never a man of either credic or repute, 
but was of all ſober men counted as unſavory Salc, and troden uns 
der foot for his light and vain bebaviour; and from that light and 
filthy Spirit hath he goneabout to beget others into the ſamelike- 
neſs of Hypocrifie, Lying, Cozening and Diſſembling, as he was 
found in to his end ; but we (whom be and Radolph Tearwod cal- 
leth Q-akers) could not own N;S. neither to be one of us, nor. 
an able Door, but knew him to be a man of a mean capacity 
and underſtanding; and befide” were conſtrained to reprove him 
for his Drunkenneſs, and Wantonneſs, and for theſe cauſes hath 
bis envy and rage kindled againſt us, but its turned to his own des 
firucion z had he not been cut off I could have ſaid more in 
particulars againſt himz but this I thought good to ſignifie to 
thoſe that knew him not ſo well as my ſelf, to ſhew, That bis Do- 
frine of Diſſimulation, and H)ptorifie now nitered at his death, aud 
bu Praftiſes in his life time were both alike, ; 
. H, 


A*® to what Nathaniel Smith faith of me Fohy Stabbs in his 
eighth page, viz. that,  ſboxld ſay, 1 did believe that there was 
»o puniſhment aſter thu life, Fe. 

Anſw. 16 1 aid fo 1 ſbould wholy contradi&t the _ 
. whic 
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which amply, and frequently Hut contrary to what he accuſes 
me with: Its true, I ſpoke to him once about what thoughts entered 
me many years ago concerning that thing ; that the Soul in every 
individual returned to God, without exception, ſeeing it was the 
breath of God, &c, but for him to ſay it was my preſent opinion 
and judgment chat there is no puniſhment after this life, and that 
George Fox was of the ſame opinion with me, that 1s ajtogetber 
falſe, I never ſaid ſo, nor thought ſoz for 1 never learned ſuch Do- 
&rine of George Fox, nor of none of the People of God called 
Luakers. BetoreT came amongſtthem (which the world deſpiles, 
buc to me they are precious) I know 1 held many errors, both 
in doQrine and pratice, though 1 was a member of a ſeparated 
People, where | learned errors and held errors both ; but after | 
came amongſt this bleſſed people called 2zakers, in alittle timeT 
found a great change both in my underitanding and converſation, 
for they direted my mind to that which diſcovered my errors, 
andled me out of them both ; Everlaſting praiſes ſairh my Soul be 
to. the Lord that brought me to know this People firſt, and to bee 
lieve intheir DoRrine, which will never change, bur will ſtand to 
all eternity 3 Chriſt Jeſus will, who is the _—_— Way, and unto 
this Way G. F. direted me at firſt ; who had formerly enquired 
for my Beloved in the many ways, but found him nor : But now 1 
have found him, and ſo fare you well all you Watchmen of the 
N 1-Kt. | 

Now, if there be no puniſhment, nor bleſſedneſs and felicity af- 
ter this life, then why ſtand we in jeopardy every hour ? And why 
have we been a people as flain all the day long by every Power ; 
in the former Parliaments that appeared, and other ſucceeding 
Powers, ever lince this bleſſed People called Zaakers appeared? 
all che Prophets and holy men of God in former Ages and Genera- 
tions, who ſuffered to death for the Teſtimony they held ; ſarely 
they had aneyeto the recompence of reward, as Moſes had, and 
an eternal weight of glory in a Life thar ſhould never havean end; 
and if chey could atcain to this in an ungodly and wicked ſtate, as - 
wellas ina State of purity and holineſs, then all their repentance, 
{elf- denial, faith, mortification, and ſanRification, and all other di- 
vine Qualifications areneedleſs; as alſo all exhortations and diſſwa- 
fjons by the Prophets and Apoſtles are made void, and of no _ 

ny, 
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dity, if they might go to God in a wicked ſtate as well as a holy 
Nate, as this Nathaniel Smith would lay co my charge; what I 
was before I came amongſt this people I know very well, and 
how many errors 1 have been led out of fince I came amongſt them 
I alſo know; and ſo this is to clear my ſelf from this aſperſion of 
his, and alſo the royal people of God, that I never heard G. F. nor 
any other of that People, fince I came amongſt them, which is neer 
fixteen years, in the leaſt mention, either publickly or privately 
any ſuch DoQtrine as this, chat there is no puniſhment «fter this life 3 
and all went one way, Oc. 38 in his page 8. more atlarge may be 
ſeen. 

And what he ſpeaks of mein pag. 26, 27. concerning Fames Parke 
and him, I do remember that ſome words palt;betwixt chem 3 and 
alſo that he did weep in his Chamber; but that I did ſay it was their 
weakveſe, 1do not remember ; for I was moſtly every night in his 
Chamber at Lancofter, I lodging in the ſame bouſe, and teaching 
School in the fame Town; and in the Evenings went to his Cham- 
ber to inſtru& him, as an entrance in Latine, Greek and Hebrew ; 
for I never ſaw him before I came into my School, andI did nor 
eake him fora Friend; but afterward bearing what he bad been, 
and how he had left Friends, &c. as is before mentioned ; yet as a 
man, 1 loved bim, and would have done what layin my power 
for him; but now he hath badly requited both Friends and pe 
d . S. 


AT as to that part of his lying and ſcandalous Pampbler re» 
lating to me Jſaac Grey, I havethis teſtimony to bear againſt 
it, thatitis the work of che Enemy, who is the Father of Lyes, 
and will vaniſh away like ſmoke. 

1ſt, He charges me to pretend to ſome great Revelation at the time 
when caft into Priſon ; that then all the ſecrets of Phy fiak, ws revealed 
to me, and ſowas made able to cure all diſeaſes. 

Anſw. That I never was the man that did ever pretend to any 
ſuch thing, neither did it enter into my beart to be ſuch a wicked 
Hypocrite ſo to wrong my own Soul, and to bely the righteous, 
holy, juſt God; which, bleſſed be his Name, he bears me witneſs, 
that | never was ſuch a man in all my lifeſo to pretend : And fo be- 
ing clear inthe ſight of God, 1 aa it-back co him, it bejog bis 
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(13) 
own 3 for be made this his chief Bulwark, and principle deſign, 
thereby to inſinuace himſelf into people, pretending he was once 
moved into the Miniſtry, andthen afterward moved to take up the 
PraRice of Phyſick z but Friends believed him nor, but denied his 
pretended motion, as 1 have underſtood by themthat knew him; 
bur I was a ſtranger to him, knowing then that Friends did not own 
himco bein Truth. But beſides, chat impriſonment he mentions 
was about twelve years ſince, which was ſeveral years before I 
owned that ever bleſſed Truth of God, or came among the people 
called Quakers ; ſo that if 1 had done as he ſaid, yet had the 
Truth of God been clear, and Friends clear from the ſcandal 
thereof, | 

2d, As concerning the old woman of Iſlington, as Smith calls her, 
and chargeth me with breach of bargain with her. ; 

Axſw. Unto which, I do inthe Truth teſtifie, that I never did 
make any bargain with ber, or any for her, nor no publick or pri- 
yate promiſe. did I make to ber, but am clear of all theſe Lyes. 

3d, As to being ſued at the Law, its granted that I was ſued, and 
there being a pitituil Fellow procured to ſwear againſt me; and 
ſwearing being the main cauſe and way of judging between man 
and mar, among them that forſakes the command of-Chrilt Jeſus 
and1I being made ſubjet to him, and could not [wear «t a4, I was 
caſt in the Suit, and conſtrained to pay money to the party for 
whom he ſo ſwore; and for the reſt of his Lyes and ſcandalous 
ſpeeches, 1 count them not worth anſwering ; and having anſwer- 
ed what he charged me with, I reſt fatisfied in himtbat knows my 
1nnocency and juſtifies mes hs 


Ng as touching what N.S. hath written of what happened 
at one Meekins honſe in Old-ſttreet, it was On this wiſe, viz, 
Nathaniel Smith came into the houſe & ſate down inthe Kitchin, 
and called for a pipe of Tobaco,and for Ale,and fo ſate laughing and 
ſmoaking, and we thinking he had been drinking before, gave him 
ſome ſmall Beer, and after a while my Mother came in, and found 
him ſmoking, and making a nojſez and ſhe being aſhamed of 
him, and fearing leſt the Servants in the Work-houſe ſhould take 
notice of him, askt him go go into the Parlor ; and ſaid ro on, 
a 


9) 

baſt thou been fudling ? ſo he went into the Parlor and took his 
Cloke with him, and left it there when he came forth 3 and after 
he had ſate a while there, my mother deſired a Friend to get 
bir away 3 ſo then he came back into the Kitchin, and look'd a- 
bout there for his-Cloke, and: we told him he carcied -it with him 
into the Parlor, and one of us ran and fetch it thence, and gave 
itco him: This is the cruth of that matter about which he hath 
uttered ſo many Lyes and faiſhoods in his ſcurrilous Pamphler. 
Anne Mecksns. 


V Hereas in the twenty fifth and twenty ſixth pages of N. 
'V S's Book my nameis concerned, and I falſly accuſed about 
ſome words that paſſed berwixt me and him at my coming from 
Briftol;, he (ays, he asked me bow Friends did at Briſtol, which, truly, 
(in the fear of God | ſpeak) I do not remember, neither doth it 
enter me, that he did; for I know, that his love or regard to 
Friends at Brifol, or elſewhere, at that time; was ſo little, that 
its unlike he ſhould enquire afrer them, It was ſaid to others, 
that in love enquired, that George Biſhop was Priſoner, bur that 
Tho, Gouldney's new houſe was mentioned by me, I do not remem- 
ber, but have cauſe to believe the contrary ; but 1 remember N.S. 
ſpzke many flight deriding words againſt the Truth, and chem 
tbat lived in it; and thereupon | {harply reprov'd him, which he 
terms thandering of Plagnes and Damnations upon him, which after- 
wards fell on him to bis torment: And if we ſaid, there was no li- 
ving vertue in him, and chat he lived not to God, but in wicked- 
neſs, it was true enough, which is ſufficiently manifeſted by his 
Lyes and Slander againſt the Innocence, for which he hath re- 
ceived a reward accordingly. And when he ſaid, there was verene 3 
a poſt, and every thing, and wes boaſting much of his natural know- 
ledge of the vertue of things; I ſaid, Chriſt #45 the onely eternal 
and healing and l'ving vertxe ; and exhorted him to mind him: 
and I faid further, T box haſt let thy mind ſo far into, and after the 
knowledge of nainral things, that than haſt loſt the preſence of the 
beavenly living vertue which s in Chriſt, And all ſober people thac 
reads his Book may fee hi: deceit, and what ſpirit he was off, who 
ſaid, be would turn a Diogenes, before he would br abuſed by ws. What 
ground hath Prieſt Tearwood to plead for ſuch an one as will eurn tc 
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any thing, rather then ſuffer wrong, it any bad been offered him, 
but 1 know none, except telling him of his wickedneſs, and faith- 
fully reproving him, be accounted wrong : And as to bis uſing the 
words of Stephen (that faithfoll Martyr) at his death, yet we 
know affuredly, that his life was miſerably bad and wicked, from 
the time he left us to his death, which is about ewelve years ago, 
when he drank inthe ſpirit of the World which lieth in wicked- 
neſs. 

In page 26. he ſaith, I called him a Ranter. 

Anſw. 1 confeſs 1 did diſlike his being amongſt us, and ſo did 
the reſt that weretherez and if 1 had a diſcerning of his ſpirit then, 
ſo as to rell bim he was a Ranter, his praRtice ſince hath fufffci- 
ently provedt ; but for his ſaying, he world prove me a Ranter ; he 
nor none elſe could, nor now can do ; for through the goodneſs of 
the Lord I have been preſerved out of the Ranters principles and 

ra&ice, and do ſtand (in the Light and Power of God) a living 
Wicnef againſt him and the Ranters, And for bis ſaying, chat J 
faid be had mo light in him, that's utterly falſe, and contrary to my 
pure Principle and Judgment.3 for the Light is hu condemnation, aud 
that was tn him: And for ſaying, there was novertue inhim:; they 
were not my words : yet I know that he was ſo filled with vice, 
that there was little room for vertue, And as concerning my 
Miniſtry, which in his ſenſual ſpirit be ſtruck, at, ic hath been bleft 
of the Lord, and effetual for that end for which God gave it me 
but his dark ſpirit could not know nor comprehend it, and (o 
ſpake againſt the ghing he knew not, uttering Lyes in hypocri- 
he, his Conſcience being ſeared. So, this was I free to write 
in anſwer to his accuſations and refleRions upon me, knowing the 
Lord will plead my cauſe, and clear my innocency of thoſe things 
he charged againſt me : And as he who divulged thoſe Lyes, for 
his refuge againſt the Truth, and thoſe that live in it, hath I 
doubt not bur received a reward according to his work, the ſame 
will come upon them who believes and vindicates his Lyes, except 
they repent, But in that Truth which he turned againſt, and 
ſtray'd from, 1 remain a witneſs againſt bim and his works of 
Darkneſs 
Fames Parks. 
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Hilklah Bedford's Anſwer to Nathaniel Smith's 
Charge, 


Hereas Nathaniel Smith, calling himſelf Studenx 
V \ / in Phyfick, hath lately written a Book, wherein 


are many flanders and groſs Lyes contained againſt 
ſome of the innocent people of God called Qua» 
kers ; But the cbiefeſt matter of his Charge being againſt me, I 
could do no leſs then ſer pen to Paper, for the better clearing of 
the Truth, and innocent Profeſſors of it 5 and I ſay, that near 
ewo years ſince, a'perſon commending him to me, for an able if | 
Door, and an honeſt man, which ſaid perſon I then knew, and | 
do know is an honeſt man himſelf, yet had not a clear ſight of his 
(the faid Swieh's) ſpirit; I did, on his report, again recommend | 
lim to others, as occaſion offered; by which means he gained | 
ſeveral Patients, and finding that thus far my acquaintance with | 
him had wrought for his benefit, be ſought all opporcunities how 
to ſcrew himſelf more and more into my good likeing, for the 
becter effeting whereof, mark, how one opportunity offered it 
ſelf; I was then, and am till a perſon much afflited with the Stone; 
and hecoming one day to my ſhop, and finding me very ill, would 
needs undertake my cure; for the perfeRting whereof he prefixed 
' three moneths time, and to this I aſſenting became alſo another 
of his Patients my ſelf, ro my coft, and the fruſtrating my expeRa- 
tions wholy, though 1 followed his Medicines taking for near a 
year; ſo this occaſioned him to come often to me; by which 
means, when he perceived I uſed every day to go the Cooks to 
dine, (for my houſe hath been in the Country ever ſince I was 
burned out of my Habitation at London) he offered himſelf to joyn 
with me, as being a Stranger and alone man $3 which offer I accept» 
ed, becauſe hicherto his deportment had been fair : but he being 
very ſubtil, (which ſubtilty of his, ic had been well if 1 hadbeen 
aware off) andI being but young, andas a child inthe Truth, and 


not long canvinced neither, in compariſon of thoſe, who being 
| eſtabliſh» 
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eſtabliſhed in the Truth, and have ſuffered much, and conti- 
pued faithfull, are juſtly accounted eminent: I ſay to make his 
tale ſeem the fairer, or ſound the better, he would wickedly infinu- 
atethat | was ſuch a one, but this may be numbred among the reſt 
of his Lyes and Falſhoods 3 for he being old in iniquity, and very 
ſubtil, as I ſaid before, enſnared me fo far, that often, I have 
not onely hearkened to his vain, fooliſh and lighe diſcourſe 
and jearings, but even been too ready to ſujc it with other 
ſuch like, which he ſubtilly obſerving, uſed all means: he might 
to draw me more and more after him, who' himſelf was long 
before gone from Truth, and (1 think) from all chat may be cal- 
led good, but | ſaw itnots for in vain is that ſnare, which is laid in 
the light of the Bird ; andit was, becauſe I was off from the watch, 
and out of chat which teacheth-every true Profeſſor of Religion, 
to know a brlidle for his tongue; ſo be begot or kindled in men 
ſpirit like unto his own, which led me tothe ſpeaking of rhoſe un- 
ſavory words which he hach now charged me with ; though yer I can 
cruly ſay they were not ſpoken in that groſs manner, as in his Book 
he hath repreſented them ; but be hatch herein further manifeſted 
his ſpirit co beof che wicked one, who firſt draws into ſin, and then 
turos an Accuſer: And now that the Truth may and over all, 
which is Rronger then all, and ſhall certainly prevai), let'the Ad- 
verſaries thereof rage never ſo much, | ſhall confeſs how far t am 
concerned in his Charge. And for the firſt I ſay, in chac vain and 
wicked ſpirit, 1 lightly and jeſtingly did ſay, co them both, as he 
was ſtanding by the Widdow 3 what, I think you want only but a 
rieſt rojoyn your hands; and having them both by the. hands, as 
I ſpake the words, | chink | did maxe their hands meet. and for ſo 
doing I] do judge and condemn my ſelf for it, and the ſpirit wherein I 
did ir, as a light, vain and frothy ſpirit, and not of God, nor 
owned by them that fcar him; for had not 1 been out of 
his fear, I had chen been in the true wiſdom which preſerves out 
of all theſe chings. So, in anſwer to his ſecond Charge, I ſay, 
thacin the ſame wicked [pirit, as I was ſtanding talking wich him 
one day at my ſhop door, [ ſaid theſe words as near as I can rememe 
ber them; upon his ſaying, he thought himſelf not rich enough 
for her(chough he was cloathed in velvet) cannot thou eaſily bill ſome 
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baggs with ſtones and Jay-them by thee; ard then I, or any that 
ſee them, canſay, thou haſt bags lying by thee, and in this I ment 
no more of deceit or hurt to the widom, then | now intent to my 
own Soul, or dearelt Relation; though thoſe words were vainly, 
19 a jeſting way ſpoken, Andlaſtly, as to his third and Jaſt charge, 
I confeſs, I did in that wanton and wicked ſpirit alſo mention to 
him that proverb he there rehearſes. So thus far (as I ſaid before) 
for want of keeping a watch, and keeping better to my Guide, Cid 
this bad ſpirit lead me; now the Lords everlaſting Truth in my 
heart, had ſmitten me for theſe thirgs, ard I began to be as it 
were a little more warty and carefull for the future; yet left not off 
his company for alrogether, rill by little and little at lengih he be» 
came as manifeſt to me, as before he was to ſome others, that 
had a better diſcerning and ſence of Tru:h then I had; and ſaw 
he was a Ranter, and had learned all their {trains : ſo when I could 
no longer receive any more of his Lyes,bat ſhewed ſome diflike of his 
wicked company, and alſo teſtified againſt him, as being ſure he was 
an Atheiſt at the leaſt; for ſo by many I have been often heard to 
call him; atjeogeh I was conſtrained. (being burthengd wich ſome 
of his Lyes and Slanders which he raiſed againſt ſueh, -whom- / 
knew to be good and honeſt men) for the making of himmorema- 
nifeſt, todeclare them to a good Friend, and one to whom alſo he 
was well known, whereat he raged ſo much, that be was tranſport- 
ed beyond the ſence of any good that ever be had known before 3 
inſomuch that he never reſted till 1 was by him accuſed of what 1 
have here plainly declared, nor then did it reſt neither, till it had 
produced this heap of dirt ; 7 mean his Book, which is like his ſpt- 
rit, which within a ſhort time after he had finiſhed ; and ſome weeks 
before it was printed he died, and fo is gone to his place? And 
thus 1 have been willing tocome under Truth, that the Lord God of 
eternal Life, and Power everlaſting may have his due; namely, the 
glory which belongs ro him, and which he will not give to another; 
and that the god of che World, theprince of the power oi the Air, 
and thoſe that are led by him, may alſo have their due, and what 
belongs to them, namely, ſhame, for that is it in which be glories; 
and ſo having been humbled for my miſcarriage, and repented there- 
of ; I have nowa teſtimony to bear for Truth againit all ſuch _— 
an 
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and fight carriages, or any other bad aQtions,& the ſpirit that brings 
thera forth, and {0 doubt not but to witneſs che truth of chat pro- 
miſe, that whoſoev:y ſball confeſs and forſake his fin ſball find were), and 
as an Earneſt chereof 7have peace,and am made willing to bear the 
ſhame and reproach due to ſuch carriages, becauſe [ have finned 
apainſt God, and to cauſed many to ſtumble and to be offended 
therear. 


Hamerſmith, 6 


27ch of the 12th 


Hilkiah Bedford, 
Moneth, 1668, 


| Poltlcripe, 


Reader, 
Hile I was intending to have opened ſome thing un- 
ro thee, concerning the good ends and general ſer- 

: vice of thoſeour Meetings, (which N, $. hath in 

his Title page ſcornfully called Spiritual Conrts, 

new High Courts of Juſtice, and ſuch like) thereby to take 
from all people all grounds of jcalouſie by him infinuated and ſug- 
geſted; I have met with another Pamphlet from a nameleſs Au- 
thor, enticuled, The Fuakers Cannons and Conſtitutions, wherein 
he hath publiſhed a great part, yea the greateſt part of our buſineſs 
at ſuch Meetings 3 which (except ſome pervertings, <i:angings and 
addings to our words; of which I fhall hear give thee notice) I 
{hall leave thoſe things in our Papers to that of God in thy Conſcis 
ence to judge of, whether it is not lawfull, needfull and expedi- 
ent for them whom God hath made as watchmen, for the good of 
his people, ro meet together about ſach things as aretherein con- 
rained? and whether an univerſs] good doth not flow therefrom, 
not onely to, and among our ſelves, but unto all people who have 
any Civil- commerce with us, that none may be wronged by any 
going under that name and profeſſion to which we are m—_ 
colour 
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ind for our ſtirring up one another to diligence, to watchfulneſs, 
o tenderneſs, and to ſeeking again them that have erred 3 and for 
our judging every thing that is bad, there is none that love good- 
neſs can blame us for ſuch chings , and for the blame and reproach 
of them that hate it, we matter it not, knowing it is our portion 
to bear ſuch things for a ſeaſon, till God open their eyes and clear 
onr innocency, 

And now, as to this Auther of this aforeſaid Paper, what bis 
name is 1 know not, and it is very probable he is aſhamed of it 
himſelf; but it might have been Elimeſs, for he is found in his work 
and late, achuld of the Devil, wito is che Father of Lyes, and 2 
perverter of the right way of the Lord : But I ſhall onely touch 
at his Lyes and falſhoods, and ſo leave him and his work to the 
 _q—_ of God and ſober men, who chroughout theſe Nations 

nows us better then to believe his wicked infinuations. 

Firfs, As tohis Title, I ſay there was no ſuch Meeting at the 
place he mentions ; howbeit this Winter many of our Friends who 
labours inthe work of God, have mer together in this City, as it 
hath been our manner (when we could) once a year in this City, 
orelſewhere to do, to ſee and viſit one another in the Love of God, 
that we might be refreſhed together 3 ſo that's no ſtrange nor new 
thing. 

Secondly, As to the work of that day, be is found wholly in Lyes, 
for thoſe things relating to Scripture old or new, or about the Epi- 
{tle to the Laodeceans was not mentioned among us, nor ſo much 
aS in our hearts to mention; yet the Scriptures we own as they 
are; and there was an Epiſtle to the Laodeceans; Colo|. 4. 16. 

Thirdly, That there was any penances (as he calls them) done 
that day, or any thing out of which ſuch a Lye could with any 
colour at all be raiſed, is alſo falſez there heing none of us oppens- 
ing a mouth all that day by way of confeffing any evitthing, ner 
none charged therewith 3 but if any,chat have erred, and forſa- 
ken the Truth, or done any thing againſt it, doafterward come to 
find repentance, and do feel Gods Power conſtraining them to con- 
feſs the.r ſin, and co- warn others of the like ſnares and intangle» 
ments 3 is not thisaccording co their praiſes in dayes paſt ? who 
{aid, Confeſs your faults one to another, and pray one for another James 
5-16, and we bave lately had w_ experience of Gods Power 
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34 
working in this particular, who hath brought many; back by true | 
repentance, who were entred into a contrary ſpirit, 8nd they have 
come toſeeit, and have warned others:to beware of :the ſame ; and 
this is not from any impoſition from or by any, but by the conftraine 
of 'Gods Power; and this is far contrary ro what be ſaith in his [n- 
rrofluction, that many leaves us. | 

Foxrthly, As to that of ſtooping, and putting their heads be- 
tween' G, F. the Preſident's (as he ſcornfully calis bim) eggs 5 this 
is alſo a horrible Lye, and the Author of it will have his reward ; 
for never was ſuch a thing done amongſt us, | 

Fiftbtp;As to Marriages it was not the buſineſs of that day;and his 
wicked fugpeſtion with which he thinks he ſhail pleaſe his.iruthy and 
unclean minded Reader, will ſoon fallto the ground, when ſober 
people do confider how he hath changed the words in our paper 
abqut Marriage | do] inſteadof go, and | doixp | inſtead of going to- 
- gether 3 for, whether twelve perſons may not be lawfully convened 
together as witnefſes, when perſons £0 rogether, 'or ſolemnly _take 
one another in Marriage, let the wifein heart judge ? 

$ixthly, Whereas be ſaith that we are faln from our Religion we 
cook up inthe beginning, the Ratio Formalis, whereof he faith was, 
co cry down'Forms. 

Anſw. We never cried down good order, nor carefulneſs of the 
honour of God, nor what was for thecommon good of men; for 
we were in the pra&ice of theſe things meaticoned in the paper, be- 
fore iN. S, came amongſt us; but we cry -down the corruptions of 
all Forms that were out of the Power and Wiſdom of God, in which 
all fleſh had corrupted-themſelves, and erred from God, and dil- 
honoured his Name, by denying bim in works, while in words they 
profeſſed him 5 and.cheſe we ſtill-cry.ggainſt. 

And asito bis boaſt of N. S. having long opportunities of look- 
ing into the Arcanaes of our miſtery,&c, he is miſtaken ;- for he bas 
been turned from us twelve of thoſe fourteen years he mentions, 
and hath only now and then crept into our company, or Meetings, 
but hath miſſed his aim, which he hath confeſſed was preferment 3 
but God hath blaſted bim and his purpoſe, and kindled his indigng- 
tion againſthim, and cut bim off: tor bis wicked Lyes and Nanders 
ere heccould bring them forth : But nowbeing brought ſorth, they 
arewith the Light judged; and Prieſt Tearwoed that —_— mo 
| orion, 
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forth ſhall bear his burden for them in the day of che Lord. 

And whereas this Author ſaich in his !n:roduRtion, that forty 
pounds was offered by our party for the Copy of N. S's Book, thay 
it might not be printed, that is utterly a Lye, or forty ſhillings 
either; for we are not afraid of what the Devil or his [Inſtruments 
cando, for Truth reigns over it all, and every evil work is for the 
Judgment of Tru:h, 

But asto che reſt of this little book ic being our o:vn papers and 
words, (except, as1 ſaid, that word in page 2. | 4» | inſtead of go; 
and in page 8. [ doing] infiead of going ; and allo the xddition ot 
theſe words, | then they ave to be parted] which are none of our 
words, 31d ſome other ſmaller errors in the copying our papers) 
we leave che things thefein contained co be read and favoured by 
that of Godin all Conſciences, being not at all aſhamed of our 
works, nor grieved to have them brought to light; for our innacency 
is thereby ratber cleared then impaired; for all men now may ſee 
what our buſineſs is in our moſt private Meetings, as well as hear 
what it is 1n our publick ones : So, knowing right well the faithful- 
neſs of God, we commit our Cauſe to him, and he will plead ic with 
our - nemies3 For the Lip of Tratb ſhall be eſtablifhed for ever z, but 
the Lyzng Lip u bat for a moment, Prov, 12. 19, And God ſhall ſweep" 
away the Refuge of Lyes, 1a. 28. 17. And he will lay waſte the Moun- 
rain of the Unyodly, but Sion ſhall dwell ſafely. 


S tepDen Crilp. 


